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Items 13-21 of the information disclosure statement filed on 06/16/04 fails to 
comply with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97, 1 .98 and MPEP § 609 because they are 
photographs from undated documents. It has been placed in the application file, but the 
information referred to therein has not been considered as to the merits. Applicant is 
advised that the date of any re-submission of any item of information contained in this 
information disclosure statement or the submission of any missing element(s) will be the 
date of submission for purposes of determining compliance with the requirements based 
on the time of filing the statement, including all certification requirements for statements 
under 37 CFR 1.97(e). See MPEP § 609.05(a). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 14-17, 20-29 and 32-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Hammerly (US 2.905,923). 
• Regarding claims 14 and 26, Hammerly discloses a neutral-ground 
body subassembly (figure 2) for use in a socket assembly for mounting 
an electric meter (column 1, lines 15-24), said subassembly comprising 
a base (9) having a bottom (12) for supporting at least one neutral 
conductor (7) of a power line system, a neutral-ground connector 
(made up of elements 13, 16, 17, 18, 19, 22) comprising a body (12, 
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16, 17, 18, 19) of electrically conductive material (column 1, lines 52- 
54) engageable with the base to mount the body on the base in a 
position in which a first face (bottom face in contact with the base in 
figure 3) of the body faces toward the bottom of the base and a second 
face of the body opposite the first face faces away from the bottom of 
the base, a first screw opening (opening of screw 29) through said 
body extending from the first face of the body to the second face of the 
body, a hole in the body (hole in 19) for receiving a ground conductor 
(6) of the socket assembly, and a second screw opening (opening 13a 
mating with hole on 19) intersecting said hole in the body (see figure 
3), a first screw (29) threadable in said first screw opening to a position 
in which the screw is adapted to contact said at least one neutral 
conductor on the bottom of the base, and a second screw (20) 
threadable in said second screw opening to a position in which the 
second screw is adapted to contact said ground conductor (6). 
• Regarding claims 15 and 27, Hammerly further discloses that said 
ground conductor hole in the body extends from a first end of the body 
inward into the body generally parallel to the first and second faces of 
the body, and wherein said second screw opening extends from the 
second face of the body toward the first face of the body and intersects 
said ground conductor hole. 
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• Regarding claims 16 and 28, Hammerly further discloses that said 
base has opposing legs (1 1) extending up from the bottom of the base, 
and wherein said body has opposite sides slidingly engageable with 
respective legs of the base (column 2, lines 42-49). 

• Regarding claim 17 and 29, Hammerly further discloses that said 
opposite sides of the body have tongue and groove sliding connections 
with respective legs of the base (see figure 3). 

• Regarding claim 20, Hammerly further discloses that the said base is 
an elongate extruded metal part (column 1, lines 50-52) generally U- 
shaped in transverse section, said base having opposing legs (11) 
extending from the bottom of the base, said the legs of the base having 
opposing inner surfaces formed with grooves (figure 3). 

• Regarding claim 21 , Hammerly further discloses that the said body is 
an elongate extruded metal part (column 1, lines 52-54), and wherein 
the body has sides formed with tongues slidably receivable in the 
grooves in the legs of the base (figure 3). 

• Regarding claims 22 and 32, Hammerly further discloses that the base 
is generally L-shaped (c-section in figure 4) and said connector body is 
generally L-shaped (a straight c-section along direction 4 shown in 
figure 4, through '19' will show the L-shaped c-section with '19' forming 
one leg and '18' forming the other). 
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• Regarding claims 23 and 33, Hammerly further discloses that the said 
base has a first leg (horizontal part in figure 4) forming the bottom of 
the base and a second leg (vertical part) extending from the first leg, 
and wherein the connector body has a first leg (horizontal part of body 
in figure 4, i.e. c-section of '18') spaced from and opposing the first leg 
of the base and a second leg (c-section of '18') spaced from and 
opposing the second leg of the base, said first and second legs of the 
base and the first and second legs of the connector body defining a 
cavity for receiving said neutral conductor. 

• Regarding claims 24 and 34, Hammerly further discloses that the 
second leg of the base has a sliding connection with the first leg of the 
connector body (column 2, lines 60-65; figure 4). 

• Regarding claims 25 and 35, Hammerly further discloses that the hole 
for receiving said ground conductor is located in the first leg of the 
connector body. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 10/803,494 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2835 

2. Claims 18, 19, 30 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hammerly. 

• Regarding claim 18 and 30, Hammerly does not explicitly disclose that 
the second screw is smaller in diameter than the first screw. If in fact 
the second screw of Hammerly is not smaller than the first screw, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to chose the diameter of the first screw to be of any 
value, even bigger than the second screw, by routine experimentation 
to securely restrain the wires. 

• Regarding claims 19 and 31, Hammerly does not explicitly disclose 
that the second screw has a diameter substantially equal to the 
diameter of the ground conductor hole in the body. However, if these 
diameters are not in fact substantially the same, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to choose any value for the 
screw and hole diameter, even the same, by routine experimentation to 
securely restrain the wire. 

3. Claims 1-13, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Spencer et al. (US 3,076,167) in view of Hammerly. 

• Regarding claim 1 , Spencer et al. disclose a socket assembly (1 0) for 
mounting an electric meter in a meter box, comprising a plurality of 
power line connector subassemblies (32, 34) for connecting electric 
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power conductors of a power line system (column 2, lines 65-71) to the 
socket assembly, a plurality of socket connectors (44, 46) for receiving 
mating connectors of the electric meter (column 3, lines 5-10), and a 
neutral-ground connector (29) subassembly. Spencer et al. does not 
disclose any of the details of the neutral ground connector 
subassembly. Hammerly discloses a connector assembly with a 
neutral-ground connector sub assembly (figure 2) comprising a base 
(9) having a bottom (12) for supporting at least one neutral conductor 
(7) of said power line system, a neutral-ground connector (made up of 
13, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 22) comprising a body (13, 16, 17, 18 and 19) 
engageable with the base to mount the body on the base in a position 
in which a first face (bottom face of body contacting the base in figure 
3) of the body faces toward the bottom of the base and a second face 
of the body opposite the first face faces away from the bottom of the 
base, a first screw opening (opening of screw '29') through said body 
extending from the first face of the body to the second face of the 
body, a hole in the body (hole on '19') for receiving a ground conductor 
(6) of the socket assembly, and a second screw opening (hole on 13a 
and 19) intersecting said hole in the body (see figure 3), a first screw 
(29) threadable in said first screw opening to a position in which the 
screw is adapted to contact said at least one neutral conductor on the 
bottom of the base, and a second screw (20) threadable in said second 
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screw opening to a position in which the second screw is adapted to 
contact said ground conductor (6). At the time of the invention it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the 
neutral-ground connector sub assembly taught by Hammerly in the 
socket assembly disclosed by Spencer et al. to provide an inexpensive 
means of providing a common junction point for multiple ground or 
neutral wires (Hammerly, column 1, lines 15-40). 

• Regarding claim 2, Hammerly further discloses that said ground 
conductor hole in the body extends from a first end of the body inward 
into the body generally parallel to the first and second faces of the 
body, and wherein said second screw opening extends from the 
second face of the body toward the first face of the body and intersects 
said ground conductor hole. 

• Regarding claim 3, Hammerly further discloses that said base has 
opposing legs (11) extending up from the bottom of the base, and 
wherein said body has opposite sides slidingly engageable with 
respective legs of the base (column 2, lines 42-49). 

• Regarding claim 4, Hammerly further discloses that said opposite sides 
of the body have tongue and groove sliding connections with 
respective legs of the base (see figure 3). 

• Regarding claim 5, Hammerly does not explicitly disclose that the 
second screw is smaller in diameter than the first screw. If in fact the 
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second screw of Hammerly is not smaller than the first screw, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to chose the diameter of the first screw to be of any value, 
even bigger than the second screw, by routine experimentation to 
securely restrain the wires. 

• Regarding claim 6, Hammerly does not explicitly disclose that the 
second screw has a diameter substantially equal to the diameter of the 
ground conductor hole in the body. However, if these diameters are 
not in fact substantially the same, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to choose any value for the screw and hole 
diameter, even the same, by routine experimentation to securely 
restrain the wire. 

• Regarding claim 7, Hammerly further discloses that the said base is an 
elongate extruded metal part (column 1, lines 50-52) generally U- 
shaped in transverse section, said base having opposing legs (11) 
extending from the bottom of the base, said the legs of the base having 
opposing inner surfaces formed with grooves (figure 3). 

• Regarding claim 8, Hammerly further discloses that the said body is an 
elongate extruded metal part (column 1, lines 52-54), and wherein the 
body has sides formed with tongues slidably receivable in the grooves 
in the legs of the base (figure 3). 
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• Regarding claim 9, Spencer et al. further disclose that the power line 
connector subassemblies, socket connectors and neutral-ground 
connector subassembly are mounted on a common support (12) 
adapted to be installed in said meter box. 

• Regarding claim 10, Hammerly further discloses that the base is 
generally L-shaped (c-section in figure 4) and said connector body is 
generally L-shaped (a straight c-section along direction 4 shown in 
figure 4, through '19' will show the L-shaped c-section with '19' forming 
one leg and '18' forming the other). 

• Regarding claim 1 1 , Hammerly further discloses that the said base has 
a first leg (horizontal part in figure 4) forming the bottom of the base 
and a second leg (vertical part) extending from the first leg, and 
wherein the connector body has a first leg (horizontal part of body in 
figure 4, i.e. c-section of '18') spaced from and opposing the first leg of 
the base and a second leg (c-section of '18') spaced from and 
opposing the second leg of the base, said first and second legs of the 
base and the first and second legs of the connector body defining a 
cavity for receiving said neutral conductor. 

• Regarding claim 12, Hammerly further discloses that the second leg of 
the base has a sliding connection with the first leg of the connector 
body (column 2, lines 60-65; figure 4). 
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• Regarding claim 13, Hammerly further discloses that the hole for 
receiving said ground conductor is located in the first leg of the 
connector body. 

• Regarding claim 36, Spencer et al. disclose a socket assembly for 
mounting an electric meter in a meter box, comprising a plurality of 
power line connector subassemblies (32, 34) for connecting electric 
power conductors (column 2, lines 65-71) of a power line system to the 
socket assembly, a plurality of socket connectors (44, 46) for receiving 
mating connectors of the electric meter (column 3, lines 5-10), and a 
neutral-ground connector subassembly (29). Spencer et al. does not 
disclose any of the details of the neutral ground connector 
subassembly. Hammerly discloses a connector assembly with a 
neutral-ground connector sub assembly (figure 2) comprising a base 
(9) having a bottom (12) for supporting at least one neutral conductor 
of said power line system, a neutral-ground connector (made up of 13, 
16, 17, 18, 19, and 22) comprising a body (13, 16, 17, 18, and 19) 
engageable with the base to mount the body on the base in a position 
in which a first substantially planar face of the body faces toward the 
bottom of the base and a second substantially planar face of the body 
opposite the first face faces away from the bottom of the base, a first 
screw opening (opening of screw 29) through said body extending from 
the first face of the body to the second face of the body, a hole in the 
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body (hole in '19') for receiving a ground conductor (6) of the socket 
assembly, and a second screw opening (13a and mating hole in 19) 
intersecting said hole in the body (see figure 3), said hole in the body 
being disposed between said second face of the body and the bottom 
of the base when the body is mounted on the base, a first screw (29) 
threadable in said first screw opening to a position in which the screw 
is adapted to contact said at least one neutral conductor on the bottom 
of the base, and a second screw (20) threadable in said second screw 
opening to a position in which the second screw is adapted to contact 
said ground conductor (6). At the time of the invention it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the 
neutral-ground connector sub assembly taught by Hammerly in the 
socket assembly disclosed by Spencer et al. to provide an inexpensive 
means of providing a common junction point for multiple ground or 
neutral wires (Hammerly, column 1, lines 15-40). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 37 and 38 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. Prior art Hammerly, relied on to reject claim 
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36 disclose a socket body of multiple parts. Hammerly's socket body would not work as 
disclosed if it were made of one piece construction. 
Claims 39-41 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Prior art does not discloses a neutral ground connector of an electric meter with 
the structure described in claim 39 (and 36+37) which has a one-piece body. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Biju Chandran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5953. The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM - 5PM. Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached on (571) 272-2092. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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